“Patriotism #60”

by

Christina Hicks

As I look back on my life, many events that I have seen throughout it, have both saddened me and inspired me.  I am saddened by the violence that I continually see in today’s youth all across our nation.  Each morning the news is filled with tragic stories about children, who continually act in a manner no child should ever know about.  This made me think especially of the riots and  other violence I saw first hand on TV during the Rodney King trial, the OJ Simpson trial and the Watts riots which I read about in school.

What struck me most was how those who should provide leadership and guidance to the children in such times, often reverted to a state to have none of those qualities.  A child who sees their Father or Mother committing theft, robbery or other acts of violence will most likely view that as acceptable behavior and will follow in the path of those he or she has been taught to obey and trust.

This is a pattern of behavior that has to stop if there is hope for today’s youth.  This is where the inspiration for me lays. I hope to somehow make a difference and provide some leadership to those who have none at home or school, and try to redirect those who have already started down the wrong path before it’s too late.  My degree at De Anza College is the first step in enabling me to achieve that goal.  I will choose a career in the Department of Corrections. I plan to function as a Probation Officer to juveniles in the long term after taking a less difficult position so I can work my way up after learning first hand the demands of being a Probation Officer.  I will be very proud to work for the public.
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